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All~Africa Conference Sets Up Continuation Committee 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) - At its closing session on January 20, the first All-Africa 
Church Conference (see EPS No. 3) voted to establish a continuation committee 
to follow up the recommendations and reports of the conference and to con- 
sider setting up a permanent secretariat for Africa. The committee includes 
Sir Francis Ibiam, president of the Christian Council of Nigeria, Dr. Alan 
Paton of South Africa, and Dr. George Carpenter, Africa secretary of the 
Intemational Missionary Council. 


The committee was also instructed to consider holding a similar confer- 
ence “in a few years", and to consult with national Christian councils about 
future relationships between African churches. 


In the final days of the conference, the 200 delegates considered reports 
from various discussion groups dealing with Islam, African culture, industri- 
alisation and the growing church. 


Looking at the challenge of Islam to the Christian Church, several spea- 
kers pointed out that Africans find the Moslem faith easier to understand and 
more convenient because it tolerates their native customs and does not make 
such heavy demands on them as Christianity. The African masses, whose ideas 
are still.very primitive, the conference said, find it difficult to distin- 
guish between Islam and Christianity. The special study group dealing with 
Islam criticised the attitude of some Western missionaries who take the strug- 
gle with Islam far too lightly. It is not, the group said, sufficient merely 
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to. reject Islam; a certain co-existence was even advocated as long as it does 
not mean merging the two religions. 


Dr. Christian Baeta, president of the National Christian Council in Ghana, 
criticised the view that Islam is an obstacle to spreading the Christian mes-— 
sage. "It should rather provide an incentive for more intensive mission 
work. We ought to concentrate our whole strength on this 'task," he said, 
"instead of losing ourselves in discussions about dogma and organisation". 


The conference devoted a great deal of time to discussing the question of 
the attitude of Christianity toward African customs. The promising beginnings 
of native African church music and attempts to adapt native dances to the forms 
of Christian worship were mentioned. The conference pointed out that the rich 
heritage of african customs must not simply be rejected by the West as pure 
superstition. African culture is rich enough to develop its ow forms of 
expression of the life of Christian churches in Africa. 


Noting that there is a low standard of theological education and a lack 
of ordained ministers, the conference recommended stressing youth work and 
church school classes in order to build up reserves for the priesthood and 
ministry. Churches were encouraged to pray about this problem regularly and 
international bodies were urged to study it. 


Looking at the question of stewardship, the churchmen said that giving by 
members is not yet satisfactory, but urged churches not to introduce plans for 
compulsory giving. Instead, congregations were to be encouraged to establish 
proper budgets. 


The World Council of Churches and the International “Missionary Council 
were asked by the conference to study the problem of the landless "and report 
upon the question so that the churches of Africa may be able with greater 
knowledge, wisdom and Christian charity, to endeavour to reach some common 
mind". 


Also recommended was a careful study of migrant labour. The conference 
noted the effect of industry and the changing patterns of village life as a 
result, and urged "that the wholeness of the family be preserved". 


It was agreed to establish a literacy centre for Africa to coordinate 
Sunday school curricula, arrange training courses for writers and distribute 
Christian literature. 


Speaking on the future of mission work in Africa, Sir Francis Ibiam of 
Nigeria, the conference's chairman, said: "We are grateful for the white mis- 
sionaries, but they must not stand in our way. It is our time now to witness 
for Christ ourselves. We have been called a continent of darkness, but we 
want to be called the continent of the light and the truth. We in Africa can 
do many things under the grace of God. We do not want the divisions of the 
West to be introduced here and their problems and difficulties to be ours. 

We do not want to quarrel, but to preach Christ to our people." 


A statement from the conference on Responsible Citizenship appears on 
Page 7. B.P.S., Geneva 


NAE Files on Colombia Persecution Opened to Press 

(Chicago) - The National Association of Evangelicals has asked three newspaper 
groups to inspect its files of “over 700 documented cases of persecution" of 
Protestants in Colombia. 
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The invitation, issued by the council's board of administration, was made 
"to counteract a protest" by the Rev. John E. Kelly of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference that newspaper reports of persecution in Colombia were in- 
accurate and "one-sided". Father Kelly made his protest last October in 
messages to the American Society of Newspaper Editors, the American Newspaper 


Publishers Association and Sigma Delta Chi, journalistic university and college 
fraternity. | 


The NAE reported that the "overwhelming" number of the 700 cases of per- 
secution "were either personally or indirectly led by Roman Catholics''. 
H.e>.9., Geneva 


East German Pastors Convicted on Currency Charges 


(Magdeburg) - Two church leaders in Magdeburg, East Germany, have received 
Suspended sentences on charges of illegal currency transactions between East 
and West Germany. Both men, Dr. Kurt Grtinbaum and Dr. Siegfried Klewitz, 
were arrested last October. 


Dr. Grunbaum was given two and a half years' imprisonment and a fine of 
10,000 marks, while Dr. Klewitz received nine months' imprisonment for actively 
aiding and abetting the transactions. The sentences were waived in each case 
and the men had their detention since last October deducted from their total 
periods of imprisonment. 


When the accusation was originally made that the two men had illegally 
brought 400,000 West German marks into East Germany through middlemen, church 
leaders stated that the money represented the proceeds of church taxes and 
collections received in West Berlin. 


The state counsel in the case asked for proceedings to be instituted 
against Dr. Kurt Scharf, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
of the Union. Dr. Scharf, who gave evidence at the trial of the two Magde- 
burg leaders, is accused of having persuaded other people to undertake fraudu- 
lent currency practices and of having made deliberate false statements before 
the court. H.P.S., Geneva 


New Agreement between Hungarian State and Lutheran Church 


(Budapest) - A joint declaration issued by officers of the Lutheran Church in © 
Hungary and the state defines mutual obligations of church and state, 


Signed by recently reinstated Bishop Lajos Veto, Lutheran superintendent 
Erné Mihalyfi and Dr. Janos Horvath, head of the state Office of Church Affairs, 
the statement affirms that the state grants freedom of worship to pastors and 
church members in accordance with the constitution. State and church are 
said to be striving for good relations. For this reason the Lutheran Church 
recognises the government as the supreme organ of state and educates its mem- 
bers in the spirit of obedience to the authorities. The church also promises 
support for the government's efforts to promote socialism. 


The church expresses approval of the government's foreign policy, and 
undertakes to work actively for the maintenance of peace. It condemns "all 
who try to disturb the unity and peace of the Hungarian people". Gratitude 
is expressed to the government for extensive help received. 


It is reported that a scheduled reduction in the state subsidy to the 


“lutheran Church has been suspended for the current year, though this applies 


‘only to the diocese of Dr. Lajos Veté, not to the church's second diocese, 


where Dr. Lajos Ordass is bishop. 
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Similar scheduled reductions in subsidies to the Roman Catholic and Re- 
formed Churches in Hungary have also been suspended for this year. 
B.P.S., Geneva 


In brief 


Giving for religious purposes in the United States during 1957 was about 
3,425,000,000 dollars. an increase of nine per cent over the previous year, 
according to the Bulletin of the American Association of Fund-Raising Counsel. 
Total philanthropic contributions also reached a new high level in 1957, 
standing at a record 6,700,000 dollars, an increase of four per cent over 1956. 


aN tA 


A weekend for Anglicans and Methodists in the United Kingdom was held on 
January 24 - 26 at Dunford House , Midhurst. Subject of the conference was 
"Growing Together — Opportunities and Obstacles". The Anglican and Methodist 
churches in the United Kingdom are at present engaged in conversations about 
closer relationships between them. 


ce 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the USA and a president of the World Council of Churches, will re- 
tire from his office in his own church in November, when he reaches the com— 
pulsory retiring age of 68. 


cum cK 


Religious books and literature sent to Lutheran congregations in Siberia 
from West Germany are no longer being received, according to Hilfswerk, wel- 
fare agency of the Evangelical Church in Germany. Hilfswerk had sent large 
quantities of material during the last several months, but recent letters from 
the intended recipients say shipments have stopped arriving. Instead, they 
report, government authorities have distributed a list of other German publi- 
cations to which they may subscribe -— none of them religious. 


mee 


Mrs. Tara Cherian, a Christian, who was recently elected mayor of Madras, 
India, is the first woman to be chosen for the office in the history of the 
Ona Both Mrs. Cherian and her husband are active in the Church of South 
India. 


* * 


The National Association of Swedish Students has sent a message to Hast 
German President Wilhelm Pieck, protesting against the imprisonment of Pastor 
Siegfried Schmutzler (see EPS Nos.46 and 47, 1957). 


% * 


The Rev. Achille Deodato, moderator of the Waldensian Church of Italy, 
arrived in the United States on January 16 for a ten-week visit. During his 
visit he will speak to congregations of twelve denominations. 


x % 
A bill has been introduced into the US House of Representatives, calling 


for the appropriation of the $1,400,000 in the conscientious objector "frozen 
fund". The fund is the amount of wages earned by conscientious objectors who 


did farm work during World War II. The COs received maintenance and $15 a 


month, and the difference between that amount and the prevailing wage was paid 
by their employers to the National Service Board for Religious Objectors. 
Various bills to free the money for use in relief and rehabilitation work have 
been introduced in Congress, but so far none has been passed. 
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iubeck, Germany, plans to appoint a 
woman pastor. The candidate, a fully-trained theologian, will have the title 
"Pastorin” and be ordained to the ministry of word and sacraments. Explain- 
ing the decision to the synod of the church, Bishop Feinrich Meyer said suitable 
Men and women were needed to care for the large population of the area, and 
that the church could not accept responsibility for relegating fully-trainod 
women theologians to subordinate positions. 


roe tas 


Metropolitan Nikolai, head of the foreign office of the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate of the Russian Orthodox Church, has invited President Ermst Wilm of the 
Church of Westphalia in Germany, together with Professor Hans Iwand of Bonn 
and three other representatives of the Evangelical Church in Germany (BKD) , 
to spend three weeks in the Soviet Union. Dr. Wilm has asked whether the 
visit can take place at Easter. H.P.S., Geneva 


Special Report 
Week of Prayer for Unity Widely Celebrated 


Reports from many countries reveal widespread special meetings and ser- 
vices to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18 - 25. The 
call to prayer issued by the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council 
of Churches has been widely reproduced in church papers and used as the basis 
of intercession in many local congregations of the wWCC's 169 member churches 
all over the world. 


The concurrent appeal for intercession issued from Lyon, France, by Father 
P, Michalon has also been more widely used in Roman Catholic, Orthodox and 
Anglican circles than in any previous year. The prayers issued by the Lyon 
group may be used withir. the Roman Catholic Church ag an alternative to the 
more familiar "Octave" formula seeking return to the Holy See and issued at 
Rome (see EPS No.47, 1957). 


On the other hand, complaints have been frequently expressed in the Uni- 
ted States, Italy, Spain and parts of Germany, that the intercessions prosdéribed 
for the official Octave of Prayer in the Roman Catholic Church have been inter- 
preted by clergy as an incentive to proselytism among non-Roman Catholics. 

_ "The lutheran Herald", paper of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
prints the subjects for prayer approved for the Roman Catholic Octave "without - 
comment" alongside the daily intercessions issued by the World Ccuncil cf 
Churches. The Octave's intercessions include prayers "that the Lutherans 
and Protestants of continental Europe may find their way back to Holy Church" 
and "that Christians in America may become one in communion with the Chair of 
me Peter". 


An ecumenical meeting at Lyon in the presence of Cardinal Gerlier and the 
_ Rev. Francis House, WCC associate general secretary, heard Father Cwiertniak 
_ of Paris describe developments in local Christian cooperation in Britain. 
| The speaker said that "these efforts must not be interpreted as bases of an 
k understanding between the churches, but simply as a desire to know each other 
' petter'. He said that "making an effort to understand others, to respect 
them and to make contacts with them, is a form of brotherly love. Nor the 
rest," he declared, “we can only pray and say to ourselves that a cause, to 
which so many people are devoting themselves and for which so many sacrifices 


are made is bound to triumph one day". 
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Father Michalon reported a circulation of over 400,000 for his prayer 
leaflet in French or English. It has been translated into Arabic and other 
languages. 


The leaflet of the World Council of Churches has this year been reprinted 
in many countries, and reached a circulation of hundreds of thousands. Ten 
thousand copies were distributed by the German Roman Catholic magazine "Una 
Sancta" to its readers. The Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau in Germany 
distributed 80,000 copies. 


In the United Kingdom requests from non-Roman Catholics who asked to 
receive copies of the Lyon suggestions for prayer exceeded the supply. 


In Britain the usual united meeting was held at the beginning of the week 
in St. Pancras Town Hall, London, under the chairmanship of the Bishop of 
Guildford, the Right Rev. Ivor Watkins. Prebendary R. Pilkington of the 
Roman Catholic Westminster Cathedral told the audience that he had been "up- 
lifted, consoled and encouraged by the volume of prayer going up from Roman 
Catholic ecumenical organisations and from organisations not in communion 
with the Roman Catholic see", The meeting was also addressed by Mr. John 
Lawrence, editor of the new British quarterly "Frontier", an Anglican, and by 
a Methodist minister, Dr. Ronald Spivey. 


Daily services were held in London at the Dutch Church, Austin Friars. 
Speakers on successive days belonged to the Dutch Reformed, German Lutheran, 
French Reformed, Serbian Orthodox, Armenian and Anglican communions. 


At Birmingham, England, an audience of 2,000 people attended a meeting 
addressed by the Rev. Father R.E. Raynes, until recently superior of the An- 
glican Community of the Resurrection, the Roman Catholic Benedictine Abbot of 
Downside, Dom Basil Butler, and the Rev. Kenneth Slack, British Council of 
Churches! general secretary. 


Special unity services in various parts of the United States of America 
were sponsored by Anglicans in cooperation with Eastern Orthodox churches. 
On the Hast coast Metropolitan Leonty, head of the Russian Orthodox Church of 
America, officiated at one of these services held in the Russian Pro~-cathedral 
of the Holy Virgin Protection. About fifty Anglican clergy participated in 
: addition to clergy of Rumanian, Bulgarian, Syrian, Serbian, Greek and Russian 
q Orthodox churches in New York City. 


More than 1,400 people attended a similar service in St. Sophia's Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral in Los Angeles, and hundreds of others stood outside the 
pbuilding to listen to the worship through a public address system. 


An appeal for the use of public media of information in extending the week 
of prayer was made in Germany. “We certainly do not expect the visible unity 
of the Church to be achieved solely through the efforts of theologians", said 
Dr. Lorenz Jager, Archbishop of Paderborn, in a pastoral address on the Univer- 
sal Week of Prayer. "On the contrary, we welcome the valuable help that is 
being given in the so-called 'non-theological' fields through responsible work 
for understanding in the press, radio and television, by politicians, teachers, 
social workers, in fact by all the men and women in secular life who recognise 
their responsibility to the truth revealed by God and to His eternal commands." 
The Archbishop urged all Christians, despite certain essential divisions in 
marriage and in the schools, to put Christian charity before every thing else and 
to pray for God's grace in repentance, sacrifice and intercession. 


The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Berlin included an ecumenical 
service, concerts of church music, a series of lectures on "The Church on the 
Frontiers of Modern Life", and services of intercession in the Himmelfahrtskirche 


eS 
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at Gesundbrunnen. Dr. Gerhardt Brennecke, director of the Berlin Mission, 
spoke on "Ifissions and Ecumenism", Pastor Wallmann, president of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Spain, gave an address on "Preserving 
Protestantism in Spain", Dr. Corcelle, head of the French educational centre 
in Berlin, spoke on the worker priests in France, and Assistant Pastor Schiele, 
son of a missionary from South Africa, spoke on "The Younger Churches Torn 
between Black and White". 


The Week of Prager for Ghristian Unity has, for the first time, been 
celebrated on a large scale in Finland. The Ecumenical Council of Finland 
translated the prayer week leaflet of the Commission on Faith and Order into 
Finnish and Swedish, and sent it to all the parishes and congregations of the 
member churches. Church newspapers have also published the prayers, and many 
parishes have arranged special prayer services. Youth groups and other or- 
ganisations within the churches also shared in the week. 


Swiss celebrations in the city of Geneva included nightly masses offered 
with the intentions outlined by the prayer leaflet of Father Michalon, and an 
ecumenical service attended by representatives of Protestant, Old Catholic 
and Anglican communions in the Cathedral of St. Pierre, where the preacher was 
Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance. 


Dr. Pradervand spoke on the text "He must increase and I must decrease" 
(John: 33. 30). He began by recalling the need to pray for unity. But he 
added that one cannot pray for unity without praying for the renewal of the 
Church. For division is not the first sin of the Church; it is only the con- 
sequence of its unfaithfulness and its spiritual impoverishment. The restora- 
tion of unity would not suffice by itself to make the Church more faithful and 
to renew its life. He said that Christians, parishes and churches must let 
Christ increase within them if a real renewal is to take place. Unity would 
then follow as a natural consequence - a living unity which would manifest 
itself through a new spirit of evangelism. 


Many observances, some attended by both Protestants and Roman Catholics, 
are reported from Belgium. An Anglican, the Rev. F.P. Coleman, secretary of 
the Church Union in England, addressed an audience at the University Mission 
Centre in Louvain on the agenda of the forthcoming 1958 Lambeth Conference of 
Anglican Bishops, and was questioned afterwards for over an hour. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


Documents 


A Statement on Christian Citizenship 
Made by the First All Africa Conference of Christian Churches 
Ibadan, Nigeria, January 17, 1958 


i, On the basis of our Christian conviction that all men are called to share 
in the common responsibility for the just ordering of the life of their nation 
and society, we give thanks to God for the statesmanlike policy of those govern- 
ments which have allowed dependent territories in africa to move towards self- 
determination and self-government. 


The Conference commends this policy to all governments of the continent, 
provided that rights such as those set out in the Universal Declaration cf 
Human Rights are written into any new constitution for existing and emergent 
states; and in particular those rights of citizenship which belong to man as 
created in the image of God, and those privileges, responsibilities and duties 
pertaining thereto, such as franchise rights, rights of participation in the 
government of the country, freedom of worship, freedom to propagate the faith, 
freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of association, freedom of move- 
ment, freedom of organisation into Trade Unions, and the right of protection 


against violence. 
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The Conference endorses the statement of the Second Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, in 1954, that "any form of segregation based on race, 
colour or ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel, and is incompatible with 
the Christian doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church". 


The Conference further calls for vigilance wherever self-government is 
achieved, lest any of these rights be impaired, including the right of consti- 
tutional opposition within and without the legislature. 


es We give thanks to God that He has sent His witnesses into all Africa, that 
He has planted His Church here, and, by the power of the Spirit, it is growing. 
At the same time we must be awakened to the fact that forms of secularism and 
materialism are on the march, throughout the continent. There is grave peril 
that the functions of government may be captured by those who recognise no 
ultimate spiritual values, nor uphold the Christian view of man. 


We believe that, in relation to society and the state, the Church has a 
three-fold function to perform: prophetic, educational and pastoral. 


Gly The prophetic function: The Church has a duty to bear witness 
in humility to its understanding of the will of God for man in organi- 
sed society. For this reason it dare not assume a passive indiffer- 
ence or neutral attitude towards the crucial political and social 
issues of the times. It must uphold righteousness, champion the 
oppressed, declare the sovereignty of God over all creation, including 
the institutions of man. 


(>}5 The educational function: The Church has a duty to provide 
education in Christian citizenship, and should encourage its members 
to meet together to consider their common Christian responsibility in 
relation to the issues of government in Africa in this hour. 


(3). The pastoral function: The Church has a duty to give true 
pastoral care to those of its members who are called to take an active 
part tin, the politics. of their country, 


In view of the special circumstances that surround the emer- 
gence of new political institutions in Africa, we recognise that 
Christian ministers may be thus called, and in such cases we recommend 
that they should resign from their pastorates during the period of 
their political service. 


In penitence we acknowledge that the image of God within the Church is 
marred by denominational differences and barriers of race that divide the Body 
eracnrist. We are ashamed that we still need to remind ourselves of the reso- 
lution of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Evanston in 
1954, urging all churches "to renounce all forms of segregation or discrimi- 
nation, and to work for their abolition within their own life, and within soci- 
ety". We propose that December 10th be observed each year as a Day of Prayer 
and Dedication. H.P.S., Geneva 


Statement on Indonesian Troubles Read from Dutch Pulpits 


* 


Following the expulsion of Dutch nationals from Indonesia, a statement was 
read in pulpits of the Netherlands Reformed Church in Holland on Sunday, Janu- 
ary 26. The full text says: 


"The recent events in Indonesia have brought suffering to many Dutch and 
Indonesian people. They have disturbed not only us, but many Indonesians . 
They have aroused our indignation because of the infringement of international 
justice involved in several instances. We cannot yet foresee their outcome. 
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"One thing is clear: what has happened, whatever our opinion of it may 
be, must be viewed in relation to the great developments now taking place all 
over Asia. Radical changes through modern technical advance and other factors 
are taking place in the life af nations and individuals. The spiritual strug- 
gle for self-expression also leads to efforts in both Asia and Africa to achieve 
freedom from the influence of the peoples of Western Europe. 


"In addition to this, political and spiritual forces that contend together 
in the modern world are trying to steer the development of the countries invol- 
ved in the direction which they desire. 


"In the conflict thus arising between Indonesia and the Netherlands we are 
called to submit ourselves in our attitudes, actions and decisions to the com- 
mandments and promises of God. We profess Jesus Christ as Lord. He emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a servant (Phil. 2: 7) and was among us as one who 
serves (Luke 22: 27). All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
Him (Matthew 28: 18). 


"The fact that He:is our Lord must determine our attitudes. We should 
not be proud. In these weeks we have often judged others. Have we recalled 
the saying that wisdom is with the meek? Do we believe that He who is Lord 
and reigns also has power to bring together the peoples of the Netherlands and 
Indonesia, even though this seems hardly possible to human conjecture? 


"He who has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5: 19) 
asks us to be ready to cooperate. We know that many Christians in our country 
and in Indonesia daily pray to God for this reconciliation and for the govern- 
ments of Indonesia and the Netherlands. We call upon you too to intercede for 
the governments, that in accordansze with God's justice they may take decisions 
that will lead to the true well-being of Indonesia and the Netherlands and co- 
operation between our peoples. We particularly ask your intercession for our 
countrymen who have been expelled from Indonesia and ask you to be ready to 
give them your active help. 


"Rejoice in hope; be patient in tribulation; be constant in prayer; con- 


tribute to the needs of the saints; practise hospitality (Romans 12: 12 - 4a 
E.P.5., Geneva 
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